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The Opposition’s latest statement headlined “Govt acting in heartless manner 
over family plight” demonstrates once again that the Opposition spokesman 
for Health, Neil Costa, does not know what he is talking about, or is 
deliberately misleading the public for politically opportunistic reasons. 
 
Mr Costa should be aware, being a lawyer himself, that under the Civilians 
Registration Regulations 1993, the law (devised by the GSLP) requires a 
person to apply to register within three days of entry into Gibraltar.   The law 
also requires a person to pay a registration fee of £5, upon which an identity 
card or a civilian registration card will be issued. 
 
With regard to the Group Practice Medical Scheme, in order to receive 
medical treatment a person needs to be registered in Gibraltar in addition to 
contributing to the Scheme.  For the purposes of establishing that these 
requirements are being met, the GHA liaises with the relevant Government 
Departments to obtain the necessary information. 
 
In the particular case that the Opposition has highlighted, on checking with the 
Department of Social Security, the GHA established that the “breadwinner” is 
classified as a frontier worker, as he had claimed at the time of registering 
with that Department that he and his family were living in Spain.  According to 
the Department of Social Security, his status as a frontier worker to date 
remains unchanged, as he has made no attempt to  re-register as a person 
living in Gibraltar.  As a consequence, his dependents are entitled to medical 
treatment in Spain, but not in Gibraltar. 
 
With regard to the family’s civil status, the GHA has verified that they have not 
gone through the process of registering with the Civil Status Office. Initially 
Mrs X submitted an application to register and gave her address as a one-
bedroom government dwelling registered in the name of a relative.  The Civil 
Status Department was not able to obtain authorisation for such an address 
from the Housing Department so the application could not be processed.  The 
family have to date failed to register (according to Mr Costa because they 
cannot afford to pay the legally required fee of £5 per registration.). 
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The Minister for Health, Yvette Del Agua has said:  “in another of his constant 
misguided attempts to discredit the GHA, Mr Costa is missing the wood for 
the trees. This is not a question of “simply waiving administrative obstacles”, 
as Mr Costa claims. I find it incredible that a person of Mr Costa’s legal 
background should suggest that it is in the gift of the Minister for Health or 
even the GHA Chairman, to waive requirements which are imposed by law.  
Considering the proven track record of this Government in health and social 
care (with unprecedented funds being expended in these areas), compared to 
the abysmal track record of the Opposition when they were in Government, I 
very much doubt that anyone will give any credibility to Mr Costa’s accusation 
that this Government is behaving in a “penny-pinching and heartless manner”.   
 
 
 


